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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM MCCALLUM OF OPIC 

1 . FOLLOWING MCCALLUM LETTER TO AMBASSADOR DATED NOVEMBER 
26 AND HIS AND LOGAN'S REPLIES OF DECEMBER 4, HERE IS PRO- 
POSED TEXT OF ARTICLE FOR TOPICS, OPICS BIMONTHLY NEWS- 
LETTER. IT GOES TO A MAILING LIST OF 6,800 PLUS NUMEROUS 
OTHERS WHO ATTEND OPIC CONFERENCES OR WHOM OPIC OFFICERS ON 
AD HOC BASIS THINK MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN ONE OR MORE ITEMS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. IN A RECENT MEETING IN TUNISIA. EZZEDDINE 
CHELBI, CHEF DU CABINET OF THE TUNISIAN MINISTRY OF AGRI 
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BUSINESS IN TUNISIA WHEN HE TOLD PHILIP MCCALLUM, OPIC'S 
DEPUTY VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE, THAT U.S. FOOD PROCESSING 
AND MARKETING FIRMS CAN BE ASSURED OF A SUPPLY OF AGRICUL- 
TURAL PRODUCTS IN HIS COUNTRY. 

MR. CHELBI ASSURED MR. MCCALLUM THAT WHETHER OR NOT 
TUNISIAN FARMERS CAN PROVIDE ADEQUATE PRODUCTION TO PRIVATE 
U.S. FOOD PROCESSORS, PACKERS OR MARKETERS, THE TUNISIAN 
GOVERNMENT, WHICH OWNS EXTENSIVE AGRICULTURAL LAND, WILL 
CONTRACT WITH THESE FIRMS DIRECTLY TO PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF PRODUCT NEEDED. 

A JOINTLY OWNED FOOD PROCESSING OR MARKETING COMPANY 
OPERATING IN TUNISIA MAY BE MANAGED BY THE U.S. PARTNER, 

AND IF THE PRODUCT IS PRODUCED FOR EXPORT, THE U.S. PARTNER 
MAY HOLD A MAJORITY OF THE SHARES. THE TUNISIAN COMPANY, 
THROUGH ITS CONTRACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT, CAN SUPERVISE 
PRODUCTION ON GOVERNMENT-OWNED LANDS. TUNISIA'S POLICY, 
HOWEVER, DOES NOT PERMIT THE PURCHASE OR LEASE OF 
AGRICULTURAL OR PASTORAL LAND BY FOREIGN-OWNED ENTITIES. 

MR. MCCALLUM SAID HE WAS PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS OF 
THE MEETING. "IT APPEARS THAT TUNISIA CONTAINS AN ABUNDANT 
SUPPLY OF ARABLE ACREAGE AND A VARIETY OF CLIMATIC AND SOIL 
CHARACTERISTICS CONDUCIVE TO EFFICIENT PRODUCTION. THIS, 

PLUS TUNISIA'S PROXIMITY TO MAJOR INTERNATIONAL MARKETS, 
MAKES IT AN ATTRACTIVE AREA FOR MANY NEW AGRIBUSINESS CO- 
VENTURE POSSIBILITIES." END TEXT. 

3. OPIC HAS AVOIDED TECHNIQUE OF DIRECT QUOTE OF GOT 

OFFICIAL, BUT THEY MAY INCLUDE ONE IF THEY WISH. OTHER 
TEXT ALTERATIONS WHICH THEY OR EMBASSY WISH TO SUGGEST ARE 
WELCOME, TOO. KISSINGER 
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